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lessons and the giving of directions by another, is to talk noft->/
sense. It is equally fatal to an aim to permit capricious or cuV
continuous action in the name of spontaneous self-expression.
An aim implies an orderly and ordered activity, one in which
the order consists in the progressive completing of a process.
Given an activity having a time span and cumulative growth
within the time succession, and aim means foresight in ad-
vance of the end or possible termination. If bees anticipated
the consequences of their activity, if they perceived their end
in imaginative foresight, they would have the primary element
in an aim. Hence it is nonsense to talk about the aim of
education— or any other undertaking — where conditions do
not permit of foresight of results, and do not stimulate a per-
son to look ahead to see what the outcome of a given activity
is to be.
In the next place the aim as a foreseen end gives direction
to the activity; it is not an idle view of a mere spectator,
but influences the steps taken to reach the end. The
foresight functions in three ways. In the first place, it
involves careful observation of the given conditions to see
what are the means available for reaching the end, and
to discover the hindrances in the way. In the second
place, it suggests the proper order or sequence in the use of
means. It facilitates an economical selection and arrange-
ment. In the third place, it makes choice of alternatives
possible. If we can predict the outcome of acting this way or
that, we can then compare the value of the two courses of
action; we can pass judgment upon their relative desirability.
If we know that stagnant water breeds mosquitoes and that
they are likely to carry disease, we can, disliking that antici-
pated result, take steps to avert it. Since we do not antici-
pate results as mere intellectual onlookers, but as persons
concerned in the outcome, we are partakers in the process
which produces the result. We intervene to bring about
this result or that.

